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food is, at the   present day, greate- than those who still

observe them. The heterodox Hindus openly dine at the
table, and partake of forbidden animal food cooked and
served by non-Hindus or very low-caste or pra&ically
no-caste Hindus, If such Is the result within 73 years

3f the establishment of the first Engllsli school in India,
and within 34 years of the foundation of the irst English
University in India, One can easily predifl           the

result will be "half a century hence with the iocreasiag
spread cf English education.

The   Indo- Aryans   of the Vedic period were very
food of a fermented beverage  prepared

drinks  in   Vedic    with the Juice  of the  Soma plant ; so
much so that the plant was worshipped
as a. deity, and one entire manuals of the Rigveda is
dedicated to it.    The exhilarating and Inebriating effects
of the Soma liqour are frequently  referred to In the
Rigveda.   Indra drank it to such excess* that his stomach
used occasionally to get distended.   In one of the hymns
o'f the Rigveda it is said that  "the  praiseworthy Soma
has from ancient times been the driok of the         ; he
was milked from the hidden recesses of the sky ; he was
created- for Indra and was extolled/1    In another, Soma
i& thus invoked :   "0  Soma I there is nothing so bright
as thdu. When poured out, thou welcomest all the godsf
to 'bestow on them immortality."*     Elsewhere, Soroa, is
invoked by a votary to  lead him to "that   realm   where
* R.V. IX, 110,8; 108,3-